TREATY  OF BUCHAREST.                      85

rulers not only pursued an anti-Turkish policy in
their own dominions, but privately supported the
Serbs, who had just risen under Black George against
the Turks. Their consequent deposition by the Sultan
in 1806, three years before their term of office had
expired, was regarded by Russia and England as so
serious a breach of faith, that a bombardment of Con-
stantinople was threatened. The princes were restored,
but the Czar, anxious for an excuse for intervention,
demanded further securities for the Roumanian people,
against the raids of the brigands under Pasvanoglu.
Russian troops entered the principalities and war
began. - But, as long as she feared Napoleon, Russia
could make no headway against the Sultan. It was
not until the peace of Tilsit in 1807 na-d relieved her
from the necessity of opposing him, that she could
devote her undivided attention to the Danubian prin-
cipalities. The French Emperor was now willing to
see her annex Bessarabia, Moldavia, Wallachia, and
Bulgaria as far as the Balkans, But, even though
liberated for the moment from the fear of Napoleon,
the e" Colossus of the North " made little progress in
Roumania. The treaty of Bucharest in 1812 at last
ended this protracted struggle. The delta of the
Danube, and the part of Moldavia between the rivers
Dniester and Pruth were ceded to the Czar, and the
latter instead of the former stream was now the
boundary of the Russian and Turkish Empires. The
whole of Bessarabia thus passed into the hands of
Russia. So disgusted was the Sultan with the
conduct of his plenipotentiaries, that he ordered them
to be beheaded. The Roumanians, on their part, had